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THE WINE LINE

The "Wine Diary" is distributed by Celtic Forwarding and co-ordinated by Jean Smullen.  Contact : 086 816-8468; email : jean@jeansmullen.com
Celtic Forwarding wine contacts : Martin Jordan / Eunan Gaffney

2012 Noffla Off Licence of the Year

2012 kicked off with the National Off Licence Association Awards at the King's Inn. Speaking at the ceremony, NoFFLA Chairperson, Evelyn Jones of The Vintry Off Licence in Rathgar, said " The standard this year really has been outstanding, particularly with regards to product knowledge and customer service. It hasn’t been an easy year for the industry so our members have really had to raise the bar and get a better understanding of exactly what the customer wants. It’s evident from the judges feedback that they have been doing just that.” The National Off Licence assocation represents 350 independent off licences nation-wide. They are the voice of the off licence industry.  See : www.noffla.ie
2012 OFF LICENCE OF THE YEAR WINNER:    Redmond's, Ranelagh Village, Dublin 6.
OTHER WINNERS: 

Best 1st Time Entrant (Sponsored by Tiger Beer)
Next Door, Sundrive Road, Dublin 12. 

Food Retailing Off Licence of the Year (Sponsored by Lorina Lemonade) 
Copes of Castledermot (Londis), Castledermot, Co Kildare.

Specialist Off Licence Group of the Year: (Sponsored by Wyndham Estate) 
O'Donovans Off Licence Group, Cork 

Customer Service of the Year (Sponsored by El Coto)
Martins Off Licence, Marino Mart, Fairview, Dublin 3.

Spirit Specialist of the Year: (Sponsored by Absolut Vodka 
The Wine Centre, John Street, Kilkenny

Beers Specialist of the Year (Sponsored by Budweiser): 
McHughs, Malahide Road, Dublin 3. 

Wine Specialist of the Year (Sponsored by Bodegas Faustino): 
Gibneys Off LIcence, New Street, Malahide, Co. Dublin.

Munster Off Licence of the Year (Sponsored by Hennessy): 
O'Donovans Off LIcence, Riversdale Shopping Centre, Cork.
Connaght/Ulster Off Licence of the Year (Sponsored by Hennessy):
McCambridge of Galway, Shop Street, Galway.

Leinster Off Licence of the Year (Sponsored by Hennessy): 
Hollands Fine Wines, Bray, Co Wicklow. 

Dublin Off Licence of the Year (Sponsored by Hennessy): 
Jus de Vine, Portmarnock Town Centre, Co. Dublin.

RTC Responsible Retailer of the Year (Sponsored by NOFFLA)
O'Briens, Carry Out, Tyrrellstown, Ashtown, Mulhuddart, Dublin

RTC Online Trainee of the Year 2012 (Sponsored by NOFFLA)
Rachael Rowan, Mulhall's Off Licence
WINE DIARY 2012

Thursday 19th January, 2012

FRENCH WINE TRADE FAIR



Contact: Pierre Olivier

Conrad Hotel, Earlsfort Tce, D2.



Ubifrance Tel: (01) 411 2111

Invitation Trade & Press Only



E pierre.olivier@ubifrance.fr
Time: 12:30 – 18:00

Tuesday 24th January, 2012

WINE AUSTRALIA SOMMELIER COURSE

Session 4 Presented by Dermot Nolan MW


Contact:  John McDonnell

Old Vines Grenache, Blends and Stickies


Tel:  (065) 707 7264

Trade Only





email:  Ireland@wineaustralia.com
Friday 27th January, 2012

ON THE GRAPEVINE WINE FAIR



Contact:  Gabriel Cooney

Venue & Time TBA 




email:

Trade Tasting – Invitation Only



sales@onthegrapevine.ie
Consumer Wine Dinner with Producers

Saturday 28th January, 2012

CABOT & CO TRADE & CONSUMER EVENT


Contact:  Liam Cabot

Knockranny House Hotel, Westport



Cabot & Co

Trade Tasting – Invitation Only



email:

Consumer Dinner – p.m.




liam@cabotandco.com
Monday 30th January, 2012

NEW ZEALAND WINE FAIR



Contact:  Jean Smullen

Radisson Blu Royal Hotel




Tel:  (086) 816 8468

Time   Trade 12:00 – 18:00




email:  jean@jeansmullen.com
Invitation Only

Consumer: 18:30-20:30

Tickets Priced €15.00 on sale from December  2011

Monday 6th February, 2012

SEARSONS PORTFOLIO TASTING



Contact:  Maureen O’Hara

Four Seasons Hotel, Simmoncourt Road, D4


Searsons Wine Merchants

Trade & Press – Invitation Only



Tel: (01) 280 0405

Time:  11:00-16:00




email:  marketing@searsons.com
Thursday 9th February, 2012

LE CAVEAU PORTFOLIO TASTING



Contact:  Claire O’Boyle

The Cliff Town House, Stephen’s Green. D2.


Tel:  (086) 380 3804

Time:  10:30 – 17:30




email:  Claire@lecaveau.ie
Trade & Press Invitation Only

Thursday 16th February, 2012

ALLIANCE WINE PORTFOLIO TASTING


Contact:  Jean Smullen

12:00-18:00





Tel: (086) 816 8468

Fallon & Byrne, Exchequer St, D 2



email:  jean@jeansmullen.com
Invitation Only

Monday 20th February, 2012

HOSPITALITY EXPO 2012




Contact:  SDL Exhibitions

RDS Simmonscourt Pavilion



Tel: (01) 405 5547

Trade/Press Only by Invitation



E: Kathleen@sdlexpo.com
Wednesday 22nd February, 2012

LIBERTY WINES 10th ANNUAL PORTFOLIO TASTING

Contact:  Ben Reynolds

Fallon & Byrne, Exchequer Street, Dublin 2.


Liberty Wines  (086) 853 2951

Trade & Press – Invitation Only



or Allessandra Andreani


Time:  10:00-17:00


 

alessandra.andreani@libertywines.ie
Tuesday 28th February, 2012

WINE AUSTRALIA SOMMELIER COURSE

Session 5 Presented by Mary Dowey


Contact:  John McDonnell

Sparkling, Sauvignon Blanc & Semillon


Tel:  (065) 707 7264

Trade Only





email:  Ireland@wineaustralia.com
Wednesday 29th February, 2012

GILBEYS PORTFOLIO TASTING



Contact:  Gilbeys Wines

Guinness Storehouse, Dublin 8.



Des King

Invitation Only – Trade  & Press



E:  desking@gleesongroup.ie
Press 11:00 – 12:00 noon

Trade:  12:30 – 18:00

Thursday 1st March, 2012


LIDL WINE  PRESS TASTING



Contact:  Aoife Clarke Lidl PR Dept

Newman House, Stephens Green, D 2.


Tel:  (045) 440 585

Strictly Invitation Only

Sunday 4th  - Tuesday 6th March, 2012

PROWEIN  DUSSELDORF




www.prowein.com
Tuesday 6th March, 2012

TRADE DINNER WITH MIGUEL TORRES


Contact:  Emma Needham

Strictly Invitation Only




PRO Findlaters Wines & Spirits

VENUE/TIME:  TBA




emma@needhamcorpcomm.com







Tel:  (087) 912 6476

Wednesday 7th March, 2012

PRESS TASTING WITH MIGUEL TORRES


Contact:  Emma Needham

Strictly Invitation Only




PRO Findlaters Wines & Spirits

Newman House. Stephens Green. D2


emma@needhamcorpcomm.com
Time:  12:30 followed by lunch



Tel:  (087) 912 6476

Sunday 25th March, 2012

VINITALY – Verona




www.vinitaly.com
Tuesday 22nd – Thursday 24th May, 2012

LONDON WINE TRADE FAIR



www.londonwinefair.com
