Import Control system as of Ist July 2011 – All importers must now comply or face sanctions or fines 


Starting July 2011 security data have to be sent to any European Union entry port before the arrival of the goods on the EU customs territory.


Following WTO recommendations, the European Union has strengthened the import procedures originally established in July 2009 by adding the obligation to declare security and safety data. Managed by an electronic security declaration management system called ICS (Import Control System), the Entry Summary Declaration (ENS) is now compulsory for the importation of goods into the European Union customs area. After a transition period, this EU regulation came into full force at the end of 2010. The grace period ended on July 1st. Starting now carriers must comply with the new customs regulation. If they do not fines or sanctions could be imposed by EU Customs, which could delay delivery of the goods. This regulation makes it mandatory to transmit safety and security data concerning goods to be brought into the European Union customs territory, enabling EU Member State customs authorities to protect EU security and carry out risk analyses.

For all issues concerning the Entry Summary Declaration (ENS), visit the FAQ of the European Union website for Taxation and Customs Union.



